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Project description:
Background
According to climate projections, Estonia will face significant changes in terms of
temperature, wind and rainfall by 2100. While in the period 1961-2012, annual
precipitation increased by an average of 2.2 mm per year in Estonia, this figure
will grow by 19% this century, with the highest growth expected in spring (24%)
and winter (22%). The frequency of rainfall exceeding 30 mm per day is projected
in the period 2021-2030 to increase by 99%, in 2031-2050 by 231%, and in
2051-2100 by 435%. As a result, storm water collection systems and wastewater
treatment will increase their loads. Existing rainwater systems are already not
able to cope with torrential rain and storm water drainage systems are
experiencing drawbacks.
Objectives
The main objective of the LIFE UrbanStorm project is to increase the climate
resilience of Estonian municipalities, especially their ability to manage flush
flooding caused by heavy rainfall. It will facilitate the development and
implementation of integrated approaches for climate change adaptation
strategies and action plans, at local, regional or national level, prioritising, where
appropriate, ecosystem-based approaches. The project will also focus on setting
up an innovative complex storm water management system, which entails storm
water collection and re-use. The demonstration site will be the focal point for
engaging local inhabitants to promote the sustainable use of storm water and a
change in water habits.
Expected results:
Proposal of a rainwater taxation system that incentivises the construction of
sustainable drainage systems and thus decrease the pressure on city

drainage systems;
Strategies and action plans developed for Viimsi and Tallinn municipalities
that include measures for increasing resilience to the impacts of climate
change;
Cost-effective storm water management system including four mobile
weather stations and six flow metres in six locations created in Viimsi;
Four demonstration sites for nature-based sustainable urban drainage
systems established in Viimsi;
Five hectares of land made flood resilient as a result of the developed
demonstration sites; and
At least eight additional towns embarked on drawing up a climate change
adaptation strategy and action plan.

Results
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Environmental issues addressed:
Themes
Climate change Adaptation - Resilient communities
Keywords
urban area‚ climate change adaptation‚ drainage system‚ flood
Target EU Legislation
Climate Change & Energy efficicency
COM(2013)216 - EU Strategy on adaptation to climate change (16.04.2013)
Water
Directive 2007/60 - Assessment and management of flood risks (23.10.2007)
Natura 2000 sites
Not applicable
Top

Beneficiaries:
Coordinator
Type of organisation
Description

Partners

Viimsi Vallavalitsus
Local authority
Viimsi parish is a rural municipality in northern
Estonia that neighbours the capital Tallinn. It
occupies an area of 72.84 km2 and had a
population of 16 901 on 1 March, 2011. The
municipality contains the Viimsi Peninsula and
several islands, including Naissaar, Prangli, and
Aksi.
Eesti Maaülikool, Estonia Tallinna
Kommunaalamet, Estonia MTÜ Balti
Keskkonnafoorum, Estonia
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Administrative data:
Project reference
Duration
Total budget
EU contribution
Project location

LIFE17 CCA/EE/000122
01-SEP-2018 to 28-FEB -2023
1,957,843.00 €
1,011,654.00 €
Põhja-Eesti(Estonia Eesti)
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Read more:
Project web site

Project's website
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