
Brokerage event Green Deal call (Areas 4, 6 
and 7) and the upcoming 2021 LIFE 

programme call
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Environment and energy: 
exploring synergies between 
GREEN DEAL and LIFE
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PROGRAMME  (Central European Time)

12:00 – 12:05 Welcome remarks (Marius Vaščega, Head of Cabinet of Commissioner

Virginijus Sinkevičius for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries)

12:05 – 12:15 Short introduction about the Green Deal & LIFE

12:15 – 12:30 Presentations of the Green Deal calls:

Area 4 (Maria Habicht)

Area 6 (Katrin Saar)

Area 7 (Priit Kilgas)

12:30 – 12:40 Presentation of future LIFE programme (Krista Tõnisson)

Comfort break of 5 min

12:45 – 13:30 Pitches by the participants – Part 1

Short lunch break of 30 min

14:00 – 14:55 Pitches by the participants – Part 2

14:55 – 15:00 Closing remarks



https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en/news-and-
events/all-news/european-green-deal-call-eu1-billion-
investment-boost-green-and-digital-transition

Green Deal Call

• Need to tackle the climate crisis and to 
protect environment and biodiversity

• Contributes to the EU’s Recovery Plan for 
Europe

• 10 call areas
• Submission deadline 26.01.2021
• Funding & Tenders portal
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Short introduction about the Green Deal & LIFE

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=H2020-LC-GD-2020;freeTextSearchKeyword=green%20deal;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=31087050;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=submissionStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


Common topics in Green Deal 
Call and LIFE

• Biodiversity

• Circular economy

• Energy

• Climate change

• Healthy lifestyle
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LIFE vs Horizon 2020
LIFE Horizon 2020

Eligible EU Memberstates only EU + assoc. + 3rd Countries

Nr. partners No minimum, anyone can apply Min. 3 in different countries

Funding 55* % 100 / 70 %

Max. eligible overhead 7 % ? 25 %

Typical funding 1- 3 mln 3 – 8 mln

Nr. calls 1 call / year (4 subprogrammes) Many very specific calls

Type of project Pilot, demo, best practices, info & 

awareness

From research to demonstration

Focus Environment & Climate and Clean

Energy Transition

Several themes / challenges

Budget 5,4 billion 80 billion

Managed by DG Environment and DG Climate

executive: EASME -> CINEA

DG RTD

executive: for SC5: EASME



Source: 
https://www.ifm.eng.cam.ac.uk/uploads/Research/C
STI/Grant_writing_cartoons/Archimedes.JPG



Call area 4 „Energy and resource

efficient buldings“

Maria Habicht
Maria.Habicht@etag.ee



THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL CALL

Area 8:  

Zero-

pollution,  

toxic free  

environment

Area 7:  

Ecosystems  

and  

Biodiversity

Area 6:  

Farm to  

Fork

Area 9: Strengthening our knowledge in support of the European Green Deal

Area 10: Empowering citizens for the transition towards a climate neutral, sustainable Europe
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Sustainable  
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mobility
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efficient  

buildings
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Industry for  

a clean and  
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Area 2:  

Clean,  

affordable  

and secure  

energy
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Cross  
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challenges

MAIN PART OF THE CALL FOCUSSING ON INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS AND DEMONSTRATIONS

Total budget 1bn –



LC-GD-4-1-2020: Building and renovating in an energy and 
resource efficient way

 Budget of the topic: 60 M€
 Commission contribution per proposal: 10 – 20 M€
 Expected No of funded proposals: 3 – 6
 TRL from 5/6 to 7/8
 Innovation Action
 The page limit for a full proposal: 100

Specific challenge: 

 Buildings as zero-emission/zero-pollution, positive energy
powerhouses within green neighbourhoods

 residential, and / or non-residential and /or mixed-use buildings

 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/quality/standards.htm

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/quality/standards.htm


Scope:

 Innovations across whole value chain

 At least 2 large-scale demos in different regions of Europe

 Integrated RES solutions

 On-site energy production and storage

 Stakeholder involvement – living labs

Expected impact: 

 Primary energy saving

 Investments in sustainable energy

 Reduction of GHG emission and pollutants towards zero

 High replicability

 Reduction of time and cost of construction/retrofitting

 Improved in-door climate



Call area 6 „Farm to Fork“

Katrin Saar
Katrin.Saar@etag.ee



THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL CALL
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Total budget 1bn –



Call area 6 „Farm to Fork“
• LC-GD-6-1-2020: Testing and demonstrating systemic 

innovations in support of the Farm-to-Fork Strategy

• 6 subtopics A-F

• Project type: IA

• Budget per project: 6-12 M €

• TRL: 5-7

• Number of projects: 6-12

• At least one project per subtopic. 

• Grants awarded by ranking list.



Call conditions

• Test, pilot and demonstrate innovative systemic solutions 

• Special conditions: Systemic solutions, multi-actor, cross-
sector

• Limited amount of research allowed

• Capitalize on existing testing and demonstration facilities, 
where appropriate

• International cooperation!

• Impacts listed in the Green Deal and Farm to Fork Strategy
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WHAT TO KEEP IN MIND



Call area 7 „Biodiversity and 

ecosystem services“

Priit Kilgas
Priit.Kilgas@etag.ee



THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL CALL
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• 16-25 million EUR per project

• Adapt, integrate and demonstrate innovative solutions (technological, 
social, sustainable financing) for large-scale ecosystem restoration to 
restore biodiversity and ecosystem services.

• Build on existing experience from previous projects (including LIFE) and 
already tested methods. Plan budget for this.

• Actions should promote innovative funding, cross-sectoral collaborations 
and social participation.

• Demonstrate how restoration of ecosystems deliver social and economic 
benefits to communities and ensure “just transition”.

• Scalability plan – helps to replicate restoration upscaling in other areas.

Restoring biodiversity and ecosystem services (IA)
Topic ID: LC-GD-7-1-2020



• International cooperation is encouraged.

• Have the rights to undertake restoration in the areas to be restored.

• Proposals should dedicate resources to develop joint deliverables with all 
projects funded under this topic and for cooperation with other projects 
(e.g. LIFE).

• At least two proposals covering terrestrial and/or freshwater ecosystems 
and two covering coastal and/or marine ecosystems will be funded 
provided that they attain all thresholds.

Expected Impacts:

• Demonstrate how transformational change through ecosystem
restoration delivers at large scale. First visible results by 2024.

Restoring biodiversity and ecosystem services (IA)



LIFE programme

Krista Tõnisson

Budget and Strategy Department/ Ministry of the Environment

30 November 2020



Content

• What is LIFE?

• Applying successfully 

• LIFE 2021-2027: what’s new? 



LIFE until now

LIFE is ongoing since 1992

Until 2019 more than 5400 

projects in the fields of:

• Nature & biodiversity 

• All Other environmental 

sectors

• Climate action

• Governance and information



Environment field:

• Nature and biodiversity

• Environment and resource
efficiency

Two-stage application
process?

Climate Action field:

• Climate change mitigation
and  adaptation

• Clean energy transition

One-stage application
process?

Structure 2021-2027



Standard Action Projects

For whom?

All legal persons registered in the EU

For what?

Pursuit of general and specific objectives of the 4 priority areas 

Average size and duration? 

1 to 5 beneficiaries; EU contribution: €500,000 to €1.5 million; 3/5 years 

(but LIFE is flexible)

Co-funding rate?

Max. 55% (with few exceptions) in 2014-2020, min 60% as of 2021



Key challenges

• There is significant competition for LIFE funds

• It takes time and money to prepare an application –

don’t wait until the last moment!

• Proposals that fail are poorly prepared or simply not 

as good as the others, funding is limited



Design Full proposal

Good Design

• Solid analysis of the problem, 
state of play and solution 
proposed (baseline)

• Key stakeholders involved  (incl. 
users)

• Robust assessment of impacts 
over the life cycle of the solution 
proposed

• Clear strategy on how to sustain 
and multiply the impacts

Until 2020!

Common problems

• Insufficient background information (why, who and 
how)

• Rationale for projects is defined during the project

• Objectives too broad, too many

• Poor partnership (partners don’t fit regarding 
know-how or insufficient budget)

• Over-optimistic / unrealistic or lack of 
quantification of impacts

• Replication confused with networking and 
dissemination

• Vague plans to sustain the project/results after 
project end



Must read
• LIFE Web site https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/life

– It contains everything you need: in particular 

LIFE project database

• Estoniain LIFE web site https://life.envir.ee/

• LIFE Regulation and Multi-annual work-

programme

• Call document and Description of the Action

• Eventually, specific information, guidelines 

designed by your National Contact Point

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/life
https://life.envir.ee/


LITHUANIA

Information for LIFE applicants in (guidance and

support for LIFE project preparation):

www.lifeprojektai.lt

Aušra Šmitienė, ausra.smitiene@apva.lt,

Tel. +370 650 542 99

Environmental Projects Management Agency

Sigita Alčauskienė, LIFE NCP (including 

questions on national co-financing for LIFE)

sigita.alcauskiene@am.lt, 

Tel: +370 620 31 405

Ministry of Environment

National Contact Points

ESTONIA

Information for LIFE applicants in 

(guidance and support for LIFE project 

preparation): https://life.envir.ee/

Triin Kommer, triin.kommer@envir.ee, 

Tel. +372 5690 5299

Gady Künnapuu -, 

gady.kynnapuu@kik.ee, 

Tel. +372 627 4126

Krista Tõnisson –LIFE NCP

Ministry of Environment

krista.tonisson@envir.ee, 

Tel. +372 626 0727

http://www.lifeprojektai.lt/
mailto:ausra.smitiene@apva.lt
mailto:sigita.alcauskiene@am.lt
https://life.envir.ee/
mailto:triin.kommer@envir.ee
mailto:gady.kynnapuu@kik.ee
mailto:krista.tonisson@envir.ee


Thank You!

Krista Tõnisson

Krista.Tonisson@envir.ee



National contact points

Horizon 2020 NCPs (including Green Deal Call):

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp

LIFE programme NCPs:

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/life-

national-contact-points

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/life-national-contact-points


Source: 
https://images.slideplayer.com/20/5933876/slides/slide_42.jpg



31

ELO – Estonian Liaison Office for EU RTD

https://www.etag.ee/en/cooperation/estonian-liaison-office-for-eu-rtd-in-brussels/

LINO – Lithuanian RDI Liaison Office in Brussels

http://lino.lmt.lt/en/

Let’s stay connected!

https://www.etag.ee/en/cooperation/estonian-liaison-office-for-eu-rtd-in-brussels/
http://lino.lmt.lt/en/

