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The LIFE Programme 2021-2027 

• Funding scheme dedicated to the environment, nature 
conservation and climate action

• For the years 2021-2027, LIFE has a budget of 
5.43 billion €

• Total budget for Calls 2026 : 606 million €



The LIFE Programme - sub-programmes

To contribute to the 
shift to a circular, 
energy-efficient, 
renewable energy
based- and climate
resilient economy

To protect and 
improve the quality
of the environment

To halt and reverse 
biodiversity loss

Nature and 
Biodiversity

Circular Economy 
and Quality of Life

Climate Change 
Mitigation and 
Adaptation

Clean Energy 
Transition

Projects
• Develop and demonstrate innovative 

techniques and approaches to solving
environmental challenges

• Help to implement plans and 
strategies, required by EU legislation.

• Promote best practices and  
behavioral changes 

• Catalyse the large-scale deployment
of successful solutions

Impact
• Support the development, 

monitoring and implementation of EU 
environment & climate policy

• Provide models to copy and upscale

Project beneficiaries typically are: 
1/3 private enterprises
1/3 NGOs and civil society organisations
1/3 public authorities



Nature and 
Biodiversity Halting and reversing

biodiversity loss.

Supporting Natura 2000 
network and Prioritised
Action Frameworks.

Mainstreaming nature and 
biodiversity objectives into
other policies and 
financing programmes.

Typical actions

Projects supporting nature 
conservation and restoration in 
the Natura 2000 network

Species protection 

Invasive Alien Species

Ecosystem restoration and
much more …

Integrated implementation of PAF or 
other plans under the  Biodiversity
Strategy; mainstreaming biodiversity

Financing of small-scale grants, 
particularly in Overseas Countries 
and Territories and Outermost
Regions

Sub-programme Nature and Biodiversity



Sub-programme Circular Economy and 
Quality of Life

Circular Economy 
and Quality of Life

Contribution in
the areas of:

circular economy, 
noise, air, chemicals, 
green and circular
economy, industrial
accidents, marine and 
coastal management, 
noise, soil, waste, 
water, and the urban
environment.

Typical actions

Support to public authorities and 
other stakeholders to implement EU 
environment legislation.

Support to technologies and 
solutions that are ready to be
implemented in close-to-market
conditions, at industrial or 
commercial scale, during the project
duration.

Integrated projects beyond air, water, 
waste to other areas such as circular
economy. 

Promote upscale and access to 
finance.



Types of activities funded by LIFE grants
• Action grants 

• Standard Action Projects (SAPs)
• Strategic Nature Projects (SNaPs)
• Strategic Integrated Projects (SIPs)
• Technical Assistance (TA)
• Other Actions (OA) 
 Policy and Legislative Priorities projects (PLPs)

• Operating grants – call opening soon



LIFE 2026 Calls for Proposals



Strategic Projects (SIPs and SNaPs)
Which sub-programmes?
LIFE Circular Economy & Quality of Life
LIFE Climate Action
LIFE Nature & Biodiversity

Indicative total budget: EUR 163,000,000 

Key dates:
Call opened: 21/04/2026 
Application deadlines: 03/09/2026 (concept note)

04/03/2027 (full proposal) 

Application procedure: two stages - concept note and full proposal

Has anything changed? 

Similar to 2025 call text, 
clarifications on complementary 
funding.



Standard action projects (SAPs)
Which sub-programmes?
• LIFE Nature & Biodiversity
• LIFE Circular Economy & Quality of Life
• LIFE Climate Action

Indicative total budget: EUR 319 million

Maximum 10-year duration

Key dates:
Calls opened: 21/04/2026 
Application deadlines: 22/09/2026 (CEQL and NAT)

22/09/2026 (CLIMA) 

Application procedure: single stage



Nature and Biodiversity (SAPs) – 173,5 million €

1. Nature and Biodiversity

2. Nature Governance and Information

NEW! Enabling actions for the replication and scaling of proven environmental 
solutions: removing administrative, regulatory, financial or organisational barriers 



Circular Economy and Quality of Life (SAPs) 
– 86 million €

1. Circular Economy and Waste
1.1. Recovery of Resources from Waste
1.2. Circular Economy and the Environment

2. Zero pollution and sustainable management of natural resources
2.1. Air
2.2. Water
2.3. Soil
2.4. Chemicals
2.5. Noise
2.6. Industrial Emissions and Safety
2.7. A new European Bauhaus

3. Environmental governance

NEW! Enabling actions for the replication and scaling of proven environmental solutions



Technical assistance for preparation of 
SIPs/SNaPs (TA-PP) – 1 million €

Which sub-programmes?
• LIFE Nature & Biodiversity
• LIFE Circular Economy & Quality of Life
• LIFE Climate Action

Indicative total budget: EUR 1,000,000 

Key dates:
Call opens: 21/04/2026 
Application deadline: 22/09/2026

Application procedure: single stage

Has anything changed? 

TA-PP projects should cover 
preparation for both concept note and 
full proposals for subsequent strategic
projects.



Other Actions - Policy and Legislative 
Priorities projects (PLP) – 18 million €

Which sub-programmes?
• LIFE Nature & Biodiversity
• LIFE Circular Economy & Quality of Life
• LIFE Clean Energy Transition

Indicative budget: EUR 18,000,000

Key dates:
Call opened: 21/04/2026 
Application deadline: 22/09/2026

Application procedure: single stage

Has anything changed? 

3 Call topics:

• NAT/ENV includes 5 specific priorities

• ENER-GOV

• ENER-COMPLIANCE



Evaluation process

0 month 9 months

Admissibiliy
Eligibility Award

External Experts

Candidates are 
notified

Signing of the 
GrantGrant Agreement 

Preparation



Calls 2026 – Overview

CALL Indicative 
budget (M€) Opening date Closing date

Indicative date 
of grant

signature
AP – Nature & 
odiversity 173.5 21/04/2026 22/09/2026 June 2027

AP – Circular 
onomy and Quality
 Life

86 21/04/2026 22/09/2026 June 2027

AP – Climate change 
tigation /Adaptation 60 21/04/2026 22/09/2026 June 2027

SA – Clean Energy 
ansition 85.5 21/04/2026 16/09/2026 June 2027



CALL
Indicative 

budget 
(M€)

Opening date Closing date Indicative date of 
grant signature

aP – Strategic Nature 
oject 75 Phase 1 (CN): 

21/04/2026

Phase 2 (FP): 
November 2026

Phase 1 (CN): 
03/09/2026

Phase 2 (FP): 
04/03/2027

November 2027P - Circular economy and 
ality of Life 58

P – Climate change 
igation /Adaptation 30

P – Policy and Legislative
orities Projects 18 21/04/2026 22/09/2026 April 2027

-PP 1 21/04/2026 22/09/2026 February 2027
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